
Announcement: May 4, 2019 BeCERTAINN Communications Exercise

1. What is BeCERTAINN?
A city-wide radio network designed to enable Berkeley and adjacent neighborhood CERT 
Teams to communicate with each other. The project uses General Mobile Radio Service 
(GMRS) – a licensed radio service. GMRS provides reliable city-wide, two-way 
communications using fixed, mobile and hand-held radios (walkie-talkies).

2. What is the May 4 Exercise?
BeCERTAINN members will be asked to participate in a series of activities in conjunction with 
a planned city-wide emergency preparedness exercise. These activities are designed to 
practice the use of the communication protocols which will to be deployed in an actual 
emergency. Protocols will include:

• Communications network activation with regular check ins between 9:30AM and 
11:00AM

• Transferring communications control between different participants
• Providing situation awareness reports (exercise messages)
• Conducting an inventory of resources available and resource needs

3. How can my CERT Team participate?
To participate in this exercise you must do the following:
• Acquire a repeater capable GMRS radio
• Contact BeCERTAINN at becertainn@gmail.com
• Participate in weekly practice sessions Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm
• If after checking BeCERTAINN out you wish to become a regular participant, you should 

obtain a GMRS License (https://www.fcc.gov/wireless-services/general-mobile-radio-
service-gmrs)

5. How can I learn more?
• https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/becertainn
• email becertainn@gmail.com

The best way to deal with emergencies is to train and practice 
beforehand, so that response becomes automatic.
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