
Berk-Ex 2012 Communication Scenarios 
 
 
1. A large tree branch fell onto the power lines at __________________(address). The power 

line is not sparking and still appears to be connected, but just barely. 

2. The church at ____________________(address) has collapsed, and there is a large group 
of people trapped inside.  You can hear people calling for help. 

3. An elderly man is trapped under a piano at ___________________(address).  He is 
conscious, but his leg is clearly broken. 

4. An AC Transit bus has had a major accident near _________________(address).  Your 
group has rescued _____(number) people from the bus.  Two of them need immediate 
medical attention (bleeding injuries). 

5. A wall has collapsed inside a house at ________________(address).  A 5-year-old boy is 
trapped under a heavy beam. He is conscious and uninjured, but he cannot get out. 

6. There is a diabetic teenager at __________________(address).  All his insulin is in his 
collapsed house.  He needs insulin within 4 hours. 

7. There are 3 German Shepherd dogs travelling together that are loose in your neighborhood 
near ___________________(address) that are acting viciously towards anyone who 
approaches them.   

8. A total of ____(number) houses in your neighborhood near __________________(address) 
have collapsed.  Everyone is safe, but you have _____(number) people who are homeless 
and without basic supplies. 

9. The house at ___________________(address) in your area has collapsed, and you can 
hear at least 2 people trapped inside and calling for help. 

10. One woman in your neighborhood currently at ______________________(address) has a 
serious head injury and is unconscious.  She is receiving first-aid medical attention. 

11. The gas station at the corner of _____________(street) and _____________ (street) has 
experienced an explosion and fire that is still burning, and your group is caring for 9 burn 
victims, 2 of them seriously injured. 

12. The gas station at the corner of _____________(street) and ______________(street) has a 
strong smell of gasoline from a broken gas pump.  There is no fire at this time. 

13. Your entire neighborhood near the intersection of _____________ (street) and 
______________ (street) has lost power, but there is no sign of downed power lines in your 
area. 

14. You smell gas coming from the vicinity of ____________________ (address).  Your group 
has turned off the gas to all the nearby addresses, but you still smell gas. 



15. There is a large fountain of water shooting up from the street at the corner of 
______________(street) and _________________ (street) from a broken water main. 

16. There is a house fire at ____________________________(address) that is burning out of 
control.  Right now it is the only structure burning. 

17. A large apartment building with ________ units at ________________(address) has 
completely collapsed.  It is not on fire, but you can hear many people inside calling for help. 

18. You can see thick black smoke rising from the area that is approximately located at 
____________________(address).   

19. An elementary school located at ___________________(address) is on fire.  You believe 
the school is empty (Saturday), but you are not sure. 

20. Several individuals are breaking into the stores at __________________(address) and 
stealing things. 

21. A multi-car accident has occurred near ________________________ (address).  One 
person has a serious head injury, and one person has internal injuries (from impacting the 
steering wheel). 

22. One large oak tree has fallen onto __________________ (street) near 
_________________(address), and the road is impassable. 

23. A power line located near ____________________(address) has fallen from the pole and is 
sparking wildly.   

24. Your group located at ____________________(address) is overwhelmed with casualties 
coming from the BART tunnels, and you need medical supplies. 

25. There is smoke coming out of the BART tunnel located near _________________(address). 

26. All the windows from the office building at ___________________(address) have broken, 
and the glass fell onto the sidewalk.  There are _____(number) people with life-threatening 
bleeding injuries who need medical attention. 

27. The brick chimney at _______________________(address) has collapsed onto the 
sidewalk, and one woman and her dog are trapped under the debris but are still alive. 

28. The BART tunnel that crosses _____________________(street) has completely collapsed, 
making the road impassable. 

29. The entire hillside near ________________(address) has fallen onto the street and houses 
below it, blocking the road and knocking the houses off their foundations. It is unknown if 
anyone is in those houses. 

30. The multi-level parking structure near ___________________(address) has partially 
collapsed, and cars have fallen onto the sidewalk and __________________(street). 

31. There is a warehouse near _________________(address) that has a strange chemical 
smell coming from it.   



32. Water is pouring out of a crack in the street near ___________________(address).   

33. You can see that the University dormitory located at ___________________(address) is on 
fire, and many students are trapped inside and hanging out the windows. 

34. There is a strong smell of raw sewage coming from the street near 
__________________(address). 

35. Your neighborhood near ______________________(address) has survived the quake fairly 
well, but you really need a generator so you can take care of the wounded until formal help 
arrives. 

36. The hospital/clinic located at ___________________(address) has collapsed, and many 
wounded people are arriving for help, but no one is there to help them. 

37. The ground near ___________________(address) has "liquified" from the quake, and 
________(number) houses have sunk in, with the first floors almost completely buried, with 
an unknown number of people trapped inside.   

38. There is a large quantity of water running down the street near _______________(address) 
from an unknown leak.   

39. The gas main located near ________________(address) has ruptured, and a 40-foot flame 
is shooting from the ground.  The nearby houses have been evacuated. 

40. A helicopter has landed in your neighborhood in ______________________(park/baseball 
field/football field) near _______________(address) and offered your group medical 
supplies and to take out some of the wounded.  They said they would return in one hour. 

41. You heard sounds like gunshots coming from the approximate area of  
________________(address) at __________(time). 

42. Your group is fighting a house fire at ___________________(address), but soon it will be 
out of your control, and you need help.   

43. The front of the apartment building located at __________________(address) has collapsed 
into the street, and there are _______(number) dead and _________(number) wounded 
who have been moved to ___________________(address) that need help. 

44. The bridge/overpass near ____________________(address) has collapsed, making the 
road impassable.  One car has fallen off the bridge, and 2 people are injured.   

45. The PG&E power station near ________________(address) is sparking wildly and is 
making a very loud humming noise. 

46. An aftershock has caused a brick building near ____________(address) to collapse onto a 
TV news crew in their van.  You can hear them calling for help from under the debris. 

47. A pregnant woman at _________________(address) has gone into premature labor. 



48. Your group lives on a hillside near ___________________(address), and you can hear 
creaking and snapping coming from the hillside.  You think the area is about to slide.  You 
are currently evacuating as many people as possible. 

49. A multi-story apartment building has collapsed such that the second floor is now the new 
first floor.  Many of the tenants are injured and can't get to the lower floor to get out. 


